The Warning Against Disbelief

Hebrews 4:11-16
Introduction:

I. The Duty – 4:11a
A. Reassurance [ωμεν] Hortatory

“They are believers”
The Exhortation - “Let us”

“Let us” Includes the author – so, believers.
It is important that the people be warned.

Ezekiel 33:6

“But if the watchman see the sword come, and blow not the trumpet, and the people be not warned; if the sword come, and take any person from among them, he is taken away in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at the watchman’s hand.”
James 3:1
“My brethren, be not many teachers, knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation﻿.”
B. A Rest

 “Therefore” because of what has preceded -- “Because there is a rest for the people of God.”
C. A responsibility

  Be diligent Σπουδάσωμεν  (KJV labour)

II Timothy 2:15
“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needs not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”
“To enter into that rest.” -- It’s not automatic!
II. The Danger – 4:11b

A. The  Distrust
The warning - “lest” - ἵνα μὴ
Maybe a hint that there are some have fallen or are about to fall

B. The Danger -

“Fall” πέσῃ πίπτω – used figuratively.

C. The Disobedience
After the same example, i.e. of the Israelites.

We can profit from bad examples as well as from good.

Or 

We can follow bad examples.
How do we decide?

1. They rebelled against God.

2. They were punished

3. The 2 who did not rebel were rewarded.

So, be careful whom you follow.

III. The Declaration – 4:12-13

A. The Word of God – 4:12

1. Alive – living – KJV “quick”
This is not a reference to Jesus but to the word He spoke, especially about the “rest.” That word resides in our Holy Bible.
The Bible is not some old, out of date book.

It is “old”:
First books were written 3500 years ago.

It was written over a period of 1500 years.

By 40 authors, in three languages, on three continents  

But - 
It is just as “up to date” today as it was when Moses put the quill to parchment and wrote, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth”.
2. Powerful – energetic

In the Genesis account God spoke the word and there was light and firmament and stars and birds and animals and man.
That word still has power today. Not just dormant power, but active, energetic power.

We want to talk about the power, defend the power, and argue about the power. Instead we should show the power by using it. 
3. Sharp – τομώτερος 
Ephesians 6: 17
“And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:
A Two-edged sword cuts both ways.
4. Piercing – 

Penetrating until the opening up of: 
a. Soul and spirit. 
b. Joints and marrow

c. Thoughts and intents

B. The Eye of God – 4:13

1. Sees everyone - Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight.
2. Sees everything – “but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him”. 

3. Judges all things – “him with whom we have to do”.
IV. The Dilemma – 4:14-16
I can’t live like that all the time. You can’t either. The writer knows that. Jesus knows that.

God never commands without equipping.
The answer to the dilemma is: “Seeing that we have a great High Priest”


A. His Position – 4:14a
He has passed through the heavens.

Perfect tense–passed through and He is still there.


He is in the real sanctuary, in heaven Hebrews 9:24

The old sanctuary was a shadow or type and was about to pass away.
B. His Person 4:14b - “Jesus, the Son of God”
1:1-3 - the Son of God

2:9 - Jesus 

4:14 - Jesus, the Son of God

He is man to meet man’s needs;

He is God to satisfy God’s character.

Therefore, Let us hold fast our confession.

C. His Sympathy – 4:15

Double negative:

“we do not have a High Priest, Who cannot be touch with the feelings of our infirmities.”

i.e. we do have a High Priest Who can be touched.
He experienced human existence.

He was tempted in all points – as a man

D. His Accessibility – 4:16 – “Let us come”
When? Now 



Continually 
The throne is never closed.

Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost who come unto God by him, seeing he ever lives to make intercession for them. 
How? - Boldly
Where? - Throne of Grace.

Great turn of phrase:
It suggests sovereignty because it is a throne.

It suggests benevolence because it is Grace

Suppose they had been taught that Grace of salvation required some works, or promise of works, or intension of works. The throne of Grace would be meaningless!
What? 

Mercy – for past failures
Grace – for present and future life and work.
Why?


He will give a well-timed help.


His help comes at the right time,

Not ahead of time so that we can’t exercise faith,

Not so late that it is if no use.
But right on time – to meet the need.
Conclusion:
The warning to against “not believing”

We cannot come unless we believe:


First for salvation. Believe, and you have …


Then for Grace and mercy.

Hebrews 11:6 – “He who comes to God must believe”

Believe that He exists



Believe that He rewards

